
Open plan design and closed plan design are two contrasting approaches to the layout 
and organization of spaces in architectural and interior design. 

1. Open Plan Design: Open plan design refers to a layout that minimizes the use 
of walls and partitions, creating large, interconnected spaces without many 
physical barriers. It promotes a sense of openness, flexibility, and flow within a 
given area. Some key characteristics of open plan design include: 

a) Few or no walls: The absence or minimal use of walls allows for uninterrupted 
sightlines and a sense of spaciousness. 

b) Multi-functional spaces: Open plan designs often combine different functions within a 
single space, such as living, dining, and kitchen areas in residential settings or 
collaborative workspaces in offices. 

c) Natural light: By removing walls, open plan design maximizes the penetration of 
natural light, creating a bright and airy atmosphere. 

d) Improved communication and interaction: Open layouts facilitate easier 
communication and interaction among occupants, enhancing socialization and 
collaboration. 

e) Flexibility: The absence of fixed walls and partitions provides flexibility to reconfigure 
the space as needs change over time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Closed Plan Design: Closed plan design, on the other hand, involves dividing a 
space into separate rooms or compartments through the use of walls, partitions, 
or doors. Each area is designated for a specific function or purpose, and there is 
a clear separation between different spaces. Some characteristics of closed plan 
design include: 

a) Privacy and acoustic isolation: Closed plan design offers privacy by creating distinct 
spaces that can be separated from one another. It also provides better sound insulation 
between rooms. 

b) Clearly defined functions: Each room in a closed plan design has a specific function, 
such as bedrooms, bathrooms, kitchen, etc. This separation can be useful for activities 
that require concentration or privacy. 

c) Control over visual distractions: By dividing spaces, closed plan design allows 
occupants to control their visual environment by closing doors or using partitions to limit 
the line of sight. 

d) Zoned heating and cooling: With separate rooms, it becomes easier to control 
temperature and airflow in each area, potentially leading to more efficient heating and 
cooling systems. 

e) Storage opportunities: Closed plan design often includes dedicated storage spaces 
within each room, maximizing storage capacity throughout the entire layout. 

Both open plan and closed plan designs have their advantages and considerations. The 
choice between the two depends on factors such as the specific needs of the 
occupants, the purpose of the space, desired levels of privacy and interaction, and 
personal preferences. Many modern designs incorporate a combination of open and 
closed plan elements, using a concept known as "broken plan," which combines the 
best of both approaches to create versatile and dynamic spaces. 

 


